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An Investigation of Conditions of the People’ s Political Existence in the Jiangxi-Fujian
Border Region during the Three-year Guerrilla War in the South from 1934 to 1937

You Haihua

Abstract: There have been no specific studies in the academic circles on the living conditions of the people in the
Jiangxi-Fujian Border Region during the three-year guerrilla war in the south from 1934 to 1937. The existing dis—
cussions focus on the initial period of the three-year guerrilla war in the south; then the focus shift to the CPC
guerrilla areas. Studies on historical literature and field survey show that after the CPC Central Committee and the
main forces of the Red Army set off on the Long March, the Kuomintang government at Nanjing gave orders for
shooting only the former soldiers and civilians of the Central Chinese Soviet Area who put up stubborn resistance;

but for the rest, the KMT authorities adopted different tactics depending on the circumstances: taking no action a—
gainst them, arresting but then releasing them, carrying out “reformatory education” of them or putting them in
prison, but setting most of them free later one after another. The former soldiers and civilians of the Central Chi-
nese Soviet Area who regained freedom or stopped resistance were able to survive. Generally speaking, in the
Jiangxi+ujian Border Region ( excluding the guerrilla areas) after the summer of 1935, there prevailed a relative—
ly stable living environment needed by the ordinary masses of the people although there was no lack of class
vengeances and sentiments. This was also one of the main factors for the Jiangxi+ujian Border Region to grow into

the center and a stronghold of the War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression in Southeast China.
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