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Why the Chinese Great Famine of 1959—1961
Concentrated in Grain Abundant Areas
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Abstract In this paper, we find that the changes of two related policies in 1958, i.e. ,
the “great leap forward” and the “grain contracting system”, lead to the Chinese great famine
of 1959—1961 in grain abundant areas. Using provincial data from 1954 to 1966, we also find
that the provinces with industrialization sell more grain, their grain procurement and death
rates are higher, and all these coefficients are only significant in the famine years.
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